Trailhounds Snowmobile Club, Inc.

Newsletter from the January 17, 2012 monthly meeting

Call to order: Meeting was called to order by Wayne Outwater at 7:01 pm.
Secretary minutes: 11/15/11 Motion to accept by Wayne Landers and Mitchell Smith.  Motion approved.

Treasures report: Received 30% from Chenango Co. and deposited funds into NBT bank account to cover groomer payment; diesel, work on bridges, payment to bring drags from Canada; profit from sign fundraiser deposited; purchased a storage box; holding a bill for Barry until we get money in; treasure’s report passed around the meeting.
Membership is currently at 129; this total is down compared to last year but there’s no snow yet.  Wayne Landers and Chrissy VanWagenen make motion to accept.  Motion carried.
Introduction of Rick Burk, the Cortland County representative with NYSSA who attended the meeting.

Old Business:

Trail Signs:  Everything is signed.
Add sign program:  We will plan on talking about the program at the last meeting of the year so we can start earlier next year.
Donation can update:  There are 5 cans ready to go.  Need to get them in places where snowmobile traffic will be.  The members at the meeting decided to place cans at Centro’s, Brackel Bar & Grille, S&D, Bennett, and Legion in South Otselic
Dale will take the can to Centro’s.

Wayne Outwater will take a can to South Otselic.

Eric and Chrissy will take cans to businesses in Cincinnatus.

Presidents ride to be rescheduled: This is tentative but we will shoot for Feb 25.  We will discuss this event at the next meeting regarding meeting spots, times and where we will go.
Chenango Co. Federation report:

Wayne L Snow-Blast posters

Sno Blast is scheduled for January 28th at Bowman Lake from 10am to 3PM.  Wayne O has flyers.  Wayne L has put flyers out downtown.  They are having a meeting on Jan 23rd at Fred’s Inn at 7:00 PM.  Flyers were distributed to members to hang up around town.

 Trail Coordinator: Wayne 2012 projects.  Bridge on 5F on state land needs to be done this year.  There is no water there, but we are being told we need a bridge.  We got the prints from the state.  They are telling us it needs to be built with 4X12 and all treated.  They want 2x12’s screwed together to set the floor.  Wayne’s trying to talk them into using 6X8’s.  We have to have the bridge done before next season.
Grooming Manager (Joey):  Everything all set to go. Just need snow.

Trail Captain-Willet (Dick): Everything is ready as far as he knows.  We had to re-route Route 5 and now the trail is on the road for a ½ mile.  

Trail Captain- Cincy (Eric): All set; waiting for snow.

Trail Captain-McDonough/German (Bob):  Chomping at the bit ready to go.
Trail Captain- Taylor (Joe): Set to go.

Mitchell:  Finished signing on 7A.  Signs were not where they needed to be.  Signs were turned and moved.  Directional signs were moved.  Spoke to Bill Wentworth and he thought he might have an idea who would be moving the signs.  Bill will discuss this issue with who he thinks is responsible.  Mitchell thinks it’s ATV's driving on the trails.  
** Please do not move signs.  These signs are posted to keep all riders safe.

Rick Burk stated the owner of Gladding wanted to shut our trail down.  Product was being stolen but it ended up being an employee that was taking product out of the building.  Rick told the owner is wasn’t snowmobile riders as there was no snow on the ground.  Since the club reacted so quickly, he is willing to keep the trail and possibly open the trailer up wider next year.  

Equipment Manager:  We already got the drags.

Land Committee:  No one has found any land.  

New Business:

70% vouchers:  Chenango Co. vouchers have gone back.  Cortland claims we will receive a check on the 26th.    Cortland Co. sends out the check once they get the voucher.

Grooming:  Lee sent an email to Wayne O. regarding complaints received about trails.  In the past we have received complaints on trails and people will call Wayne L., Dick F, or Wayne O.  We need to get this information to the people that groom our trails.  For example: Wayne may get the information but Lee is the one out grooming.
Question about getting radio’s for the groomers to contact members while grooming.  Wayne O. will check with Chenango County about getting on the towers.

CB’s and 2 way radios wouldn’t reach far enough to work.

Rick Burk suggested Spot Find:  It’s a unit that attaches to your cell phone.  You can pay a monthly subscription and this gives you access to use your cell phone when you don’t have service.  This can be used for any purpose.  The unit might be less that $100 and the subscription might be about $20 per month.  Dale will look into the product and prices.
Lee suggested having a contact person.  Dick has complained in the past that the Willet area hasn’t been groomed and Lee didn’t know that the trails were not groomed.  We need to establish some sort of communication.

Chrissy has volunteered to be the contact person to communicate what areas are being groomed, and what needs to be groomed. 

Chrissy home:  607-656-4106     
Chrissy cell: 607-345-9137  
Bob cell:  607-345-7344
The member list that shows approved/trained members for grooming will be updated and provided to Chrissy.
Bridge Captain:  We don’t need to decide this tonight.  Concerns with the bridges being checked after each major storm.  Trail Captains are driving across the bridges when they’re checking their trails.  We will wait to discuss until Ed Battle is available to comment on this request. Tabled until next meeting.
Hotdog Roast: Scheduled for 2/4/12.  Brandi will email posters out for both Hotdog Roast and Poker Run.  Hotdog Roast will be located at Hotdog Corners.  Wayne will get all the hotdogs, rolls, soft drinks, and supplies.  Supplies will be dragged up on the hill around 8:00-9:00am.  Brandi will make chili.  Pat and Brandi will make brownies and cookies.

*Everyone is invited to church in Lincklean on Sunday 2/5/12.  Park in the church parking lot, come in for services, and then the church will feed you.  

The proceeds earned at the hotdog roast will be donated to Breast Cancer like we did last year.

Poker Run:  Scheduled for 2/18/12.  Mitchell will check with the Legion to see if available on this date.  If Legion is unavailable, Pat will check with the Solon Sportsman Club.  Stops will include Coal Yard, Centro’s, Longbranch, Hiawatha, Balsam, Solon Sportsman Club, Bennett, Brackel Bar & Grille, and Legion in OV.  Marathon and Whitney Point stops were not included because no one started at these places last year.  Dale will deliver and pick up cards from DeRuyter and Truxton stops, Eric will deliver and pick up cards at the Balsam and Cincy stops.  Pat and Joey will deliver and pick up cards from the Solon Sportsman Club. Wayne O will deliver cards to the Legion in OV.  All members encouraged to bring food for the dinner after the run has ended.  Please bring food by 4:00 PM once location has been determined.  Cards must be picked by 7:00PM.  The Poker Run will start on Friday, 2/17/12 to give riders more time to drive around to stops.

Questions for Rick Burk:

Trying to figure out how much money it costs just to maintain the trail system.  Several years ago, there was an abundance of money so the state swept the funds.  

There are concerns with how much money is being allowed to run equipment. (36 cents per hour for a chainsaw)  Club members were told to pad hours, claim maximum daily rates, and always round up.
Concerns with clubs not being able to make payments due to not getting money quick enough:  Rick’s personal opinion is they spent beyond their means.  Don’t purchase a piece of equipment that you can’t afford.

Concerns with signing trails in the future:  The correct way to sign a trail is to double stake the trails.  This shows riders where the trail is so they can ride between the stakes.  Double staking could prevent a 20’ wide trail from becoming 120’ wide trail.  In the future, if clubs don’t follow the signing handbook and sign correctly, funding will be affected.

Concerns with Northern Clubs not being held to the same standards:  Tug Hill signing is horrible.  Their theory is just using the road signs.  They have the most recorded injuries.

Questions on claiming tax on gasoline purchased:  Since snowmobile are considered off road vehicles, a portion of the tax on gasoline sales can be claimed.  Save your receipts and the club can be reimbursed for part of the tax.  A copy of the claim form will be emailed to the club.

*** Place your receipts for gasoline in the donation cans located around at area businesses. (Centro’s , Brackel Bar & Grille, S&D, Bennett, Legion)***
Membership fees:  If people don’t belong to a club, more money goes into the general fund.  The stated still only gets the $10 fee.
Potsdam University:  Completing a study to see how much money is spent a year just on snowmobiling.  Last study was completed in 2003 and it was estimated that $1 Billion dollars are spent annually.  It is estimated that this new study will show at least $2 Billion dollars are spent annually.  

Wayne O received a letter stating Senator Seward is trying to pass a bill for lowering the registration fees on vintage sleds.

Meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM.

